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Bush stayed in. Peking a.little more1
than a year, when Ford asked jdim to‘
return to Washington {o take over the ]
Central Inteiligence Agency. It was a .

controversial ch01ce in the ‘Senate be-:
cause of Bush’s’ past “identification ,
with partisan “polities. . Eventuauy

Ford had to promise not to consxdet i
Bush as a running .mate. in 1976 to -

‘convince the Senate to conﬁu'm him,. .

. There. was some puzzlément over |
why Bush would want to take over-the !
troubled agency...Its misdeeds;.and i
‘shortcomings were still tumbling into. 4
" the headlines as the result of House
‘and’ Senate’ mvestxdatlons\The diree-
*torship of-the CIA hardly. Tooked like :
a2 political "assef; ‘and _Bush.. acknowl- :
edged that he hoped to retum to poho :
" tics one day. - . )

Nevertheless,. he saxd he regarded .
the work as “desperately important fo -
.the survival of this country.and fo the -

‘SLl’VlVaI of freedom aroundf the world.
*And~'second,”'he " told’ "the .Senate
Armed Services Commlttee A‘old-fash-
Jioned as-it may seem.io some, 1t 1is, my
duty to serve my country.Vi. .o -

Bush pledced to keep: politlcs’ out of i
mtemaence, and ‘many--praised him .
for succeeding. “I was very-concerned °
about his appointment,” -recalled Sen. |
Mathias, who was a member of the In--:
‘telligence committee; ABut. it. worked
_out fine.” William \leler,l the-commit-- i
tee's staff director; said Bush “worked }
very hard, asked. for ‘help. and -advice
.and before long-.he had, everyone s re-
-spect’®s - e

Healso: reassured the vateran 'CTA"
employes who were- feeling distinetly.

" unloved-at the time Bush-came. to the’

_agency.'Instead of-coming in-hostile
- and- suspicious-‘as [Adm.: Stansfield]..
- Turner did -[after- Bush}, ‘hes took a

--look.around the:agency; talked to peo-- -
ple and decided he'liked it? It'was ter-"
ribly.important; to: have‘a sboss-who
. felt .like that>: “recalls E ‘Henry
Knoche, who* served ‘as’ deputy diree- |

B tor under Busha, . .. riig gaai it

"~ Bush built a_reputat;on ambng intel- |
’hvence officers¥as’a man. ! Who " conld ;
listen and change his- mind.-In- the -

Isummier‘of '1976; ‘sources sd¥; alarams
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were-sounded»ovev~what~50me‘c(med-
ered” provocative “activity” by the Chi- |
nese- on .their side "of:-the mean
-straitsi’ But the: State\Department dls-
‘putéd that mfterpretati‘om !orcefuﬂy‘

s
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- In the ensuing bureaucratic battle,
which included a high-level meeting
at CIA headquarters Bush retused to
‘hé stampeded by’ thé alarmists who
“turned out. to+be ‘wrong. . ‘Although he -
was CIA director, he’also gave face to -
some junior State Department partici-

]

pants- whom -he © remembered from |
past diplomatic¢ duty: He invited them

into his office o see his Chinese rugs,
leaving - more senior jadvisers from .
other agencies wonderm“ what was
goingon, 7' .
“Hé's tiot the kmd of_ person who
goes out looking for issues” added an-
other CIA veteramn who.knew Bush
while he was at the agency, “but he -
really did a tremendous ]ob stahiliz- -
ing the situation,-improving morale .
and getting people working again.”
“He's._not -an. intellectual,” .this
source said..“He lives day to dav and
_he doesn’t brood over anything. He
doesn’t agonize. But he's very compe-
titive. He's ferocmus on the tenms
court. He’s got. to wm :

Bush’s decision to resign when Pres--

- ident Carter was inaugurated troubled

‘Knoche a-bit because that carried -
. with it a suggestion that the job had’
been pnoliticized. But. the deputy DCI
. was still 1mpreSsed énouah with his -

" boss to award Bush fhe. CTA’s Intelli- :

gence Medal of Merlt for his burst of
activity followmg Carter s election,

In a single day, Bush met with Pres-
-ident: Ford.alone in the Oval Office, :
then sat down- with Viee President
»Rockefeller- conferred -with:.the. head .
. of - ‘the-; Office  of.; Management. and- .
Budget, .about a-money erunch,, and:
then, flew: down to Plains, Ga., with '
Ixnoche to brief’ Carter and‘.Vice Pres--
_jdent-elect Mondale: for "six hours-on -
the- CFA’s. secrefs, sources and meth-
. 0ds. On the. ﬂl"ht back, Bush draffed- 1
a memo for Seer etarv of State Henry !
A. Kissinger, who was to see Carter .
the next day, and dropped it off at :
szsmger’s house at 130 a.m. Knoche, :
as the man in charge of the CIA’S day-
« to-day. operations, tdbk It upon him-
- self to give Bush his medal at the
daily, top-level staff meetmg m Land-
ley a. few hours later : ;
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